
the studio school 
OIL PAINTING  SUPPLIES   
instructor: Chelsea Dubick 
 
For painting surfaces, you have a few options. 
 
- A pad of inexpensive thick drawing/mixed media paper, 18" x 24" or thereabouts. 
(Canson XL Watercolor paper is a good option. )   
We can coat this paper in  gesso to use as an inexpensive painting surface.  White acrylic gesso primer can be purchased 
in small tubs from any art store. 
 
 -Some students have opted to paint on canvas pads, which is also works great, in which case you don't need the gesso. 
 -Students have the option to paint on canvases as well, and many opt to for longer projects. -Gesso-ing wood or 
masonite is another inexpensive  surface option. 
 
-BRUSHES: 
-one 3" cheap hardware store brush to use with gesso 
 
 - one or two cheap 2" hardware store wooden-handled brushes to use for base layers 
 
 -Please buy a selection of sizes of coarse bristle brushes (which can be less expensive) and soft brushes (which can be 
pricier) in flat, bright round and filbert heads.   
           Keep in mind, you can make a thin line with a quality large brush, but you can't make a thick line with a small one!  
We will work on starting thesepaintings gesturally then get more detailed as we add layers.   
   
-A selection of oil paints, including Cobalt Blue, Cadmium Red, Cadmium Yellow, Burnt Sienna (Brown), Magenta, Black, 
White, Sap Green.   
    Jerry's Art-A-Rama is great online source for cheaper oil paints,             particularly the Lukas Studio Oils line, there is 
no need to buy the more expensive brands at this point.  Buying a six or twelve color set can be a good place to start.  
 
-A bottle of non-toxic turpentine/solvent/odorless mineral sprits, many are available.  If you are able to buy it in person, 
see if you can open them to make sure the scent isn't overwhelming. 
 
-A Small bottle of Gamblin Galkyd Lite or a similar medium to increase the fluidity of the paint and add a slight shine.   
     Walnut oil is a good non-toxic, non-smelly alternative to use as both a      medium and as a m    solvent and can be 
purchased at art stores and     grocery stores.  However, it does dry slower than most solvents, which can be a burden or 
a boon, depending on your aims. 
 
-Two plastic squeeze bottles, for solvent and medium.  (Just one if you'll be using walnut oil) 
 
-Palette knife for paint mixing.  There are lots of different shapes, I prefer a shorter one with a rounded tip but I've seen 
all types used. 
 
-Palette paper OR A square of glass to use as a palette, about 18" x 18" or larger.  Please use duct tape on the edges and 
back it with white posterboard so you will be able to see the colors you are mixing more clearly.  Mixing on glass is FAR 
more satisfying but can be difficult to transport.  However, you do have the option to store your palette at The Studio 
School for the duration of the course.  A cheap picture frame with glass (not plastic) can also make a great palette. 
 
-Saran Wrap to cover any colors you wish to keep on your palette for the next class.  
 
-three large plastic containers: one for gesso, one for dirty brushes, and one for clean(ish) solvent to rinse brushes 
in. (No need to buy anything new, old yogurt containers, etc, will work perfectly.)  Please make sure you have tops for all 
of them. 
 
-The Masters Brush Cleaner and Preserver.  It works wonders to get oil paint out and preserve your brushes.  Dish soap 
over time will wreck fine brushes but works well for cheap ones. 
 
-Paper towels/paint rags 


